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Judgeisaccused of indecent act

Undercover cop says Halloran was in airport bathroom

By David Shepardson / The Detroit News

ROMULUS-- A Wayne County Circuit judge
began a 30-day paid leave of absence Monday in the
wake of hisarrest on an indecent-behavior charge at
Detroit Metropolitan Airport.

Judge Richard B. Halloran, 53, was arr ested
Thursday night by an under cover officer after he was apparently seen performing a sex act
on himself. He's at least thethird person arrested at an airport bathroom in thelast two
weeks.

Airport police would not release a copy of the police report, and air port spokeswoman
Barbara Hogan said they wouldn't discuss any aspect of the case.

"We'renot going to violate someone's privacy,” Hogan said.

It'sunclear whether Halloran attempted to solicit the under cover officer.

He could be char ged with indecent exposur e for the sex act.

Indecent exposureis a high misdemeanor punishable by a year in the county jail, and
conviction would include placement on the sex offender registry.

However, a conviction for afirst-time offender typically resultsin probation, counseling
and afine.

In any event, the arrest will bereferred to the Michigan Judicial Tenure Commission.

Wayne Circuit Court Chief Judge Michael Sapala said Halloran had taken a leave of
absence, but didn't know when the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office would make a
decision. " I'm surethe powersthat be will handlethisasit should be handled," Sapala
said.

Halloran's attorney, John Allen, issued a statement saying only that heisentitled to a
presumption of innocence.

"Thejudge has provided many year s of faithful service to the citizens of Wayne County.
He hasthe support of hisfamily and friends and thanks all who have come forward with
their encouragement,” Allen said.

Halloran livesin Detroit with hiswife and hastwo children. Heisassigned to the court's
family division and hear s domestic violence cases and requests for personal protection
orders, along with alleged violations of orders.

Prosecutor s wer e to meet Monday afternoon to decide what, if any, charges should be
filed against Halloran, and whether they should ask another office -- including the attorney
general or Oakland County Prosecutor's Office -- to handle any prosecution. A decision
might not come until early next month.

Visiting Judge David Kerwin will handle Halloran's docket during his absence.

You can reach David Shepardson at (313) 222-2028 or dshepardson@detnews.com.
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